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Certain Conſiderations, ſhewing 

the neceſsity of a Correſpondency in 
Spirituall matters betwixr Proteſtan 
7 oy 


—= 
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p Here be three heads of realans, 

BERVS by which the abſolute neceſsity 

G@_ of a Spirituall Correſpondencic 

THE, in religious matters betwixt Pro- 

APY tcſtant Churches may be made 
A arent, which are theſe : 

+ Firſt,the truth of their Religi- 


ous profcfion of Chriſtianity doth oblige them to 
intend a mutuall Conclondency Secondly, the 
condition of the Churches ſhould ſtrongly induce 
them ſpeedily to ſettle it one with another: And 
thirdly, the danger of the publike ſtates ſhould 
move them to maintaine it conſtantly, when once 


it is ſettled. 

| Of the firſt. | 
-"In' the truth of our i. en profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity,we rnCy We the things where- 
| 2 in 


I, 


2 


(23) 


initdoth conſiſt 5therend wherefore God. giveth 


his graces, for which wee ſhould make uſe of the 
fame, and the meancs by which wee may atcaine 

Thetruth of Chriſtianity conſiſteth inthe ſound. 
neſs of the Doarine, & in the holineſs of the life of 
the Profeſſors, Tt. 1.1,3,8. To maintain & adyance 
both theſe, Proteſtants'are obliged one towards 
another, by. the communion of Saints, whereof 
they make profeſſion in the Symbole of the Apo- 
ſtles. But the communion-of Saints is not onely 
the conjunRion of beleevers in faith,and hope,and 
hearty prayers towards God one for another ; but 
alſo a reall endeayourto communicate the graces 
which God hath beſtowed upon every one feve- 
rally, to cach other in common , by acharitable 
care to provoke' one another unto love, and to: 
good workes, Heb.10.24. which cannot poſſibly 
be done, except a Correſpondency for maintain- 
ing- of Truth.and Holineſle be. intended: There- 
fore ſuch a Correſpondency is abſolutely necefſa- 
ric tobe intended ; and if it: be not intended; the 
communion of Saints is broken, and the truth of 
Doctrine, with the life of Holineſle, will ſuffer 
lofle and damage thereby, and God will infallibly. 


| require ſuch a loſle at the hands of thoſe which 


are cauſes thereof, or doe not. hinder it whenthey 


may. S4 | 
' Theend wherefore God doth give the graces. 


and gifts of his Spirit, is, that the Members of the 
body of Chriſt ſhould profit thereby . one- to« 
wards another , x Corinth. 12, 7. and on they 
__ © ſhould 


(3) 


ſhould trade therewith, to gaine more races, 
Lake 19. 12,13. Hatth;25.14. But itisno more. 


poſlible to doe this, without an intention of main- 

taining an intercourſe of Spirituall Correſponden- 
cie;then it is poſſible for the members of the bo« 
die, which are not knit together by joynts, finews, 
and yeines , to conveigh- bloud and nouriſhment 
.one to another : Therefore a courſe of Corre- 
ſpondencieis abſolutely neceſſary to be intended ; 
- orif it be not intended, and put in praQice, Gods 
intention, 1n giving his gifts unto his Church , is 
not fulfilled, and hee may, and will juſtly deprive 
ſach of thenvas make no good uſe thereof, 

The end, to which wee ſhould uſe Gods graces, 
4s the glory of God, 1 Corin.10.31. and our mu}- 
tuall edification, x Corin.14.26. and Rom.14.19. 
and 1542+ Theſe two ends are ſubordinate one to 
another : For, God:cannot be glorified otherwiſe 
by us, then by this, that we bring forth much fruic 
one towards another, John 15.6.and Marth.15.6. 
becauſe our good cannot reach to him, as David 


faith, Pſal. 16.2. but to the Saints that are in the 
earth, and to the excellent Ones, in-whom ſhould: be 


: all our delight, ibid.ver.z. But itis not poſlible to 

intend this communication of our goodnefle unto 
the Saints, by the endeavour of mutuall edifica- 
tion, except'we uſe meanes to know one anothers 
condition, of which, the chiefe is a conſtant courſe 
'of mutuall. intelligence and | correſpondeneic : 
Therefore a ſettled Correſpondencie is wiolly 
neceſſary tobe intended, if wee will not deprive 

"God of his glory , and his- Saints of the intereſt 

£57 A 3 which, 


3. 


| (as) 
which they ſhauld have.ia us by the right uſe of 
our talents, ETTO AE TIE RYTY 

The meanes by which this end is to. bee at- 
tained .is , to endeavour to, keep the unity. of the 
Spiric inthe bond of peace, which. wee are;com- 
manded, and by 'many reaſons exhorted;to doe, 
Epheſ. 4435445, 6» Now this endeavour, becauſe 
it is the immediate cfteR of tryecharity, therefore 
it is the true meancs of: mutyall. edification : For 
onely charity-is that which doth cdific, as may 
appeare clearly by: 1 Corinth.$.x, and Chaps.13. 
Epheſ.4.15,16. Now charity. cannot bee main- 
tained, except there be an endeayour to know one 
anothers cſtate;norcan the'unity of the Spiritbee 
kept or ſought for, withour this ſame care: There- 
fore a Correſpondencie formutuall intelligence in 
Spirituall matters, —_— to uaity and peace in 
the profcihon of the truth , isa thing abſolutely 
neceſlary to bee intended by thoſe that make fin- 
cere profeſſion of the Golpell ; or,if they intend it 
nor, it is _—_— negleR a fundamentall 
duty ofthe life of Chriſtianity, becauſc they make 
noulſle of the-chiefe and onely meancs of muruall 
cdification, wherein God is chiefly glorified. 

Of the ſecond, 


It wee looke upon the Churches,and conſider, 
as wee ought, ſeriouſly the lamentable-cſtate 
wherein they arc, the cauſes thereof, and the iſſuc 
which is likcly to follow, if God doth not prevent 
the ſame, it will evidently: appeare, that a naweuall 
and brotherty Correſpondency for maintaining of 


truth 


ye 


im Manafſſeh, and theſe two againſt J«#dah ? and 


(s.) 


meme; eis moſt abſolutely neceſſary to be 
. ſpeedily ſettled, for publike edification of that 


which is already decayed, and of carefull prefer. 
vation of that which is yet entire, from inevitable 
ruines intime tocome.” And to make this cleare, 
the Churches” ſhoutd be confidered, as they ſtand 
in relation one to another within themſelves, and 
as they relate their common adverſaries , who 
watch overthem for their deſtruQian. . 
"Ia refpe&t of themſelves , as they ſtand within 
themſelyes, their cafe is fearfull and deplorable: 
for it is moſt evident, thatrhey are notonely ſtran- 
gers one to another, and care little or'nothing one 
for another in any Spirituall publike waics, which 
ts a'preat breach of charity and holy communion, 


for which they have deſerved ,'and deſerve fill 
the judgements which are come, and will if pre- 


vention be not uſed) further come vpon them ; bur 
they arc at variances in great & weighty matters, 


/ and by their variances and diſpiites, they are be- 


come full of partialities, of fidings, and of oppofi- 
tions one apainiſt another , ſo that fome of them 
have ſtudied the overthrow of others, which is a 
miſerable and deplorable cafe, when it falleth out 
amoneſt brethren,and chiefly then,when God and 
his Goſpel is ſo highly diſhonoured thereby , as 
by theſe controverfiecs of Proteſtants it doth ap- 
peate he is 3 for what is more miſerable, then rhar 
men thould become as it were mad to deyoure one 
another, and that every one ſhould cate the fleſh 
of his owne arme, Manaſſeh Ephraim, and Ephra- 


wat 


4ÞL OE ere. com trons at -;, 


ſelves, 


(6:) 


what is more deplorable; thento.ſee all the excel- 


lencie of Jacob.turned to a reproach and by-word 
amongſt the profanc adverſaries of truth and god- 
lincſſe 2 and the whole fruit of the gloriouspro- 
fefſion of the Goſpel of peacesto. become the bit- 
terneſſe of gall and wormwood'-to-thoſe that 
ſhould reap ſweet comforts and ſalvation thereby? 
1snot this moſt miſcrable and deplorable * and yet 
this is the very caſe of Proteſtant Churches within 
themſelves: for they ſnatch on the right hand; and 
are ſtill 9, ph phony er flcth ; and eate on 
the left hand, and are nor farisfied, 

Now if this cvill be not remedied , it.is moſt 
apparcnt, that they. will at laſt deſtroy one ano- 
ther : For, 4 Kingdome divided within it ſelfe can- 
0: fland. But to find a remedy hereunto, there 
js no poſlibility , except ſome courſe of amiable 


. Correſpondency (which ſhould be ſettled ſpecdi- 


ly amongſt them) be uſed for the healing of 
ſent hed , whereby they teare en os 
bowells in pieces, and for the prevention of future 
cauſes of divifionsand diſtraRtions amongſt them- 
The healing of preſent breaches can be but three 
wales intended. | } 
The firſt is, by Iabouring to ſuppreſſe injurious, 
notorious, and publike ſcandals, raiſed againſt one 
another , which pre-poſſeſle the minds of parties, 
and inflamethem to vindicatg/þraRices more and 
more. 7 
The ſecond is, by diſpoling-their minds to- 
wards reconcilcable intentions ; which eo 
one 


he that is by coke: Synod of | Pliore: 
ſtants , wherein cheir Broch love and recon- 
cilemens may bee ſertted by a firme league of du- 
tiexrobs imended for their imrard mutual edifi 


' propagating of the Golpelf une thatareigno- 


\ Thefe three waics of healing breaches, as they 


are molt neceifary, fo they cannot poſſibly be in- 

rm hcngy war bets oy ger we of in 
| ;thar may make their addreffe Fro-wgiry mon Ac 

inner oo _ theſe Li 

—_ 'waies a ey 
1 and therefore a ſettled C 
ecſietoſthelstaings 
. Andif itbe nor intended, 
end thi , certaitly the- of 
bs ghd nd hide Churches wilt fall heavie 
yponthoſe, n___— occaſionto ſtop the enter- 


courſe of ſuch a' : 
Dre De ial 4 diftraQi- 
kar is: to bee thought upon 3 not onely 


our _ corption-doth-be- 
get 


ſettled. - , 
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(.) 
get in all humane ſocieties, but: chiefly inthoſe: 
which concerne Religion, the ſeedes of ſtrife, by 
reaſon of the pride, the ignorance; and the paſſion 
of ſelfe-ſeeking -.conceits of fome which trouble 
all; bur-alſo, becauſe theſe breaches and diviſions 
will continually grow worſe and worſe, and come 
to the extremity of imbitterment :ſochat they will 
be paſt curing in ſhort time, if no courſe bee taken 
to ſtop them: ſpeedily. Now it is-moft evident, 

that no courſe can be taken, except a ſettled cnter- 
courſe of Intelligence betwixt the leading men of 
the Churches be- brought to paſſe; and this: can. 
not be brought to paſſe, without the upholding of 
a Correſpondencie: And therefore a Correſpon- 
dencic is moſt abſolutely neceſſary to be ſpeedily 
InreſpeR of their adverſaries which watchover 
them for their deſtruQion, their caſe is very.dan- 
gerous, and exceedingly 'to. befeared. There be 
two ſorts of common adverſaries: ſomearecrept 
in from without amongſt them;:who make ir theis 
worke to-foment their diviſions;and caſt irnbones 
amongſt them to keep them at perpetuall yariances 
as is. moſt cleare by dolcfull experience both in 

Germany-andelſewhere. And others ſtand with- 

out, laying new plots, if the old ſhould faile ;: and 

maintaining the old ones ſo: long as they can pol- 
ſibly, by all manner of Emiſſaries and Practices, 
| and with much coſt of Bribery and' Correſpon- 
dencie, whereofalittle Volume could be written, 
if need were, but becauſe this is no lefle evident to 
all that have eyes intheir head, then the Sunne is 


ac 


(9) 
At; noon-day,l ſhall Raced to.cnlarge my ſelfe ; 
-* .Chiefly,ſecing already Totmethiog hath bin written 
-of this matter not long agoc: and ſeeing by daily 
.experience the Practices and Plots from without 
are diſcovered moreand more, with an evident ſc- 
ok and coherence whichthey have towards an« 
other. Le 
- - Naw, ſeeing the Papiſts, though many waics 
amongſt themſelves divided, yet, as common ad- 
yerlaries to Proteſtants, concurre and joyne fully 
with indefatigable paines and diligence , both to 
_ undermine the fundamentall Conſtitutions of the 
Churches inwardly,and to affault them outwardly 
to diſturbe their peace zand both waics to worke 
out correſpondently, not without great coſt and 
expences, their moſt dangerous plots and at- 
tempts, which infallibly will bring Proteſtancie 
to ruine, if no common courſe be thought upon, 
and concurrently followed to prevent the ſame. 
Now no ſuchcourſe can poſſibly be taken and fol. 
lowed by way of concurrence, without 2 ſettle. | 
ment of ſome Correſpondencie to that effec be. 
twixt the Churches : Therefore this ſettlement of 
a Correſpondencic is abſolutely neceſſary. For if 
we know, that the enemies of the Churches , and 
of the Goſpel take a common courſe to oppoſe the - 
ſame, 8 yet take no thought of any comon courſe, 
to. maintaine both theſe in ſafety againſt their de- 
vices, it is 'cvident, that they will work their ends, 
and that wee wittingly and willingly ſuffer our 
ſelves to be overthrowne, and the Goſpel to be . 
extinguiſhed, Ifthen theſe 20 and Ions | 
| 'P 2 


— 


(r9.) 


-ofcheirs be knowne to any Proteſtants,who Audy 


not to refit the fame, it 15 apparent, that ſuch ure 


guilty not onely of their owne bloud, and of 
the bloud of their Brethren #m all the Churches ; - 


but alſo” of he © detrimerits which may beofall 
uttotheprofefſion ofthe: Goſpel, From all which 
evils that I may approve my ſclfe free, and:be 
found guilileſic in the preſence of God,, T have 
thought good tiw-to beare witnefie of 'thele 
things, thatT may procure, fo farre a5 inmetyerh, 
the necefiary and onely —__ edy of imminen - dar 

ers, and that it may notbe negleQed any longer, 
Fpollibly i may be uſed. Ca IHR $4 Gy | 
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Tt will be akogether needlefle to make in this 
place any deſcription of the weaknefle and rotte- 
cing eftate of Proteſtant Princes and Commbpn- 
wealths,toſhew inwhat-caſe they are by teaſpn 
of thele troubles; ber # will fuffice in a word or 
two to pointatthe truecauſes oftheir miſcries,and 
the lamentable flue , which in all humane appea- 
rance will follow thereupon, ifno-prevention bee 
uſed, The- trne cauſes then of the weake eftate 
are noneother, but their inward diviſions. chicfly 
for marers of Jy renee in matters of 
State not oncly diſtrated continually their acti. 
ons, fothat,by reaſon of jcalopſies concerning Re- 


. lgion, they never could joynein Councellstoge- 


ther for mutual prefervation;but alſo this hath 
made fome of themto help forward their neigh- 
bours overthrow : For,ſceing allthe commotions 
of 


Es _ (2Hy* | 
of States in this ag6are originally ſprung From the 
differences of Piorefttons ts Pn in Religion 5 
and feeing the onely aime'of the Popeand ofhis' 
Agents 1s, and hath becn;to rootout the Here-' 
tikes; thathe may reduce all againe co himſelte, by 
ſettling Ecclefiafticall##faires according; to: tris 
owne Lawes (to which norhing is ſo oppoſite; as 
the JN of the Gofpe}) therefore hee hath 
ofed all meanrs and: waies to trouble the Prote> 
ftant States, and hath brought theſe wartos:mp 
thenrto weaken their trengths,and Hiake rhem'and 
the profcſhon of the Goſpetto becomecontempti. 
ble : for,perceiving that the flouriſhing Eſtate of 
Proteſtants djd ſpread the lightof the Gompel EX- 
 ceedingly abroad ; and tharbyythar light, as well 
the groſſe erronrs of his Dodtine, ard ignorance 
of kis damwb 1doll Clergy, asthe Tyranny and tu. 
perſtitionfneſle of his Ecclefjaſticall Amtichriſtian 
Government was di{covered#nere and more. and 
inthe end would be brought to nought: therefore, 
to keep his Throne and Kingdome from falling, 
hee hath ſer his wit and ſtrength aworke to make 
diviſions, and encreafe ſtrife amongſt Proteſtants, 
by flattering ſome, perſecuting others ; and finding 
them ſufficiently of themſelves diſpoſed and encl:- 
ned thereunto, hee hath brought his ends ſo farre 
about, both in Germany and elſewhere,partly by 
the Lions waies, and partly by the Foxes; that if 
the ſeeds of Ecclefiafticall divifions , which give 
him all his advantages, be not taken away , there | 
will never be any poſſibility of preventing atotall 


defolativn of theſe Churches and States. Now 
theſe 


= 
3 


(12.)- | 
theſe ſeeds of divifion-cannot poſſibly. be.remo- 
ved vithout ſome: Correi ency,,. tending / L 


- © ſettle Proteſtants in a joynt courſe of profefiing 


the Goſpel, for the better propagating thereofun- 
to Gods glory, and for their mutuall preſeryation 


_ againſt theſe his violenrand/ſubtle attempts: And 


therefore-in this reſpeR allo a courſe of Corre- 
ſpondency-ſhould be. maintained conſtantly, and 


.'conntenanced by civill guthority,fora concurrence 


in Spiriuall maters þermjxt the godly Divines of 
the Proteſtant Churches,that therruth, wherein all 
agrec,may be confirmed and ſupported by Autho- 
rity to laſt unto future ages; and the differences, 
which cauſe their inward diſtraQions, may be re. 


' conciled,fo farre as p6oflibly can be done by print, 


or publike amiable treaties , whereunto the ſettle- 
ment ofa Correſpondency, and ſomeagency 
amongſt them to this effeRis abſo- 
lutely necceſlary. 
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